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lakes, such as Chhari Dhandh which is appa- 
rently suited for the gull’s nesting, during the 
breeding season is desirable for checking a 
of the bird in India. The 
marshy areas from Lakhpat to Koteshwar and 


westwards about the Great Rann of Kachchh 


possible nesting 


might similarly prove productive. 
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13. AN UNUSUAL FEEDING BEHAVIOUR IN COMMON TERN 
(STERNA HIRUNDO) 


In the early morning of 26 March 1986, 
my Field Assistant and I were cycling down 
one of the bunds of Mettur Chemicals and 
Industries Corporation Ltd. at Point Calimere 
for our regular marine sample collection. 

Nearing Reservoir -J, I saw a Common Tern 


422 


(Sterna hirundo) catching a fish from a puddle, 
which was present on the right side of the 
bund, by diving from a height into the water. 
I stopped pedalling and started watching the 
bird with my binoculars (8x30). The bird 
went up with the fish to a height of c. 35 metres 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


and flew towards the west. The bird was 
carrying the fish of about 5 cm length by hold- 
ing it by the middle portion of the body in its 
bill. The fish slipped but was immediately 
caught by the bird before it fell a foot. After 
flying 10 or 15 metres, once again the fish 
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slipped from its bill and the bird caught it 
again. This process was repeated six times 
within a distance of c. 100 metres (flying 
parallel to the ground) and finally the fish was 
swallowed. This seems to be an unusual be- 
haviour among Terns. 
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14. A NOTE ON POSSIBLE MIGRATION ROUTE OF 
SHORT-EARED OWL (ASIO FLAMMEUS) OVER SEA 


On 27 October, 1985 we were birdwatching 
at Colaba point which is the southernmost tip 
of Bombay. There is a large patch of man- 
grove trees, albeit stunted, which gets almost 
fully covered during high tide. There is also 
a path which leads to the lighthouse about 
three-quarters of a mile out from the shore. 


Around 8-30 a.m. we noticed a brownish 


bird of prey out in the sea on the west side. 


amidst a flock of house crows. It was trying 
to come towards the land but was constantly 
being harassed by the crows. As it came nearer 
we identified it as a short-eared owl (Asio 
flammeus). Its crescent-shaped blackish mark- 
ing on the underwing was very prominent. The 
bird did succeed in landing on the rocks below 
for a brief respite before the house crows 
harried it again. It was constantly being swoop- 
ed upon by the house crows and rarely got an 
Opportunity to rest its wings while gliding. 


It evoked no response from the grey herons 
and herring gulls but a lone adult brown- 
headed gull was seen to dive-bomb it for 


some time. The owl kept in our view for about 
20 minutes before it disappeared towards the 
golf-course nearby. The morning was clear and 
sunny, temperature of the day being 35°C. 
maximum, 25°C minimum. 


Short-eared owls are winter visitors spread- 
ing over almost the entire Indian peninsula and 
are not uncommon in some parts of Bombay. 
Almost exactly 50 years ago Charles McCann 
(JBNHS 38, 1935) while coming by ship to 
Bombay from Kutch noticed three short-eared 
owls coming from the west. One of the owls 
rested on the ship and flew off towards land 
as soon as the latter was sighted. 


It is quite possible that this migratory owl 
flies over Sind and the Arabian sea to winter 
in the western parts of our sub-continent. For 
birds coming to the west coast of India perhaps 
a direct route over the Arabian sea is preferred. 
We wish to draw the readers’ attention to this 
point and invite information sightings of a 
similar nature. 
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